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“Where’s the Wheel?” Schaefer Yachts Shows New
Pleasure Yacht with Volvo Penta Joystick-Only Steering
(CHESAPEAKE, Va.) – Aug. 6, 2018 – The new Schaefer 580 motoryacht has no steering wheel at
the helm station – only a Volvo Penta joystick.
The new joystick-controlled motoryacht, powered by twin Volvo Penta 670 hp IPS800s, made its
debut at the recent 2018 Rio Boat Show.
Márcio Schaefer, CEO of Brazil’s largest yachtbuilder, said: “At Schaefer Yachts, we have had a
long-standing relationship with Volvo Penta for over a decade. When we designed the Schaefer 580
with Volvo Penta IPS we decided to go with a joystick-only steering control system. Our team worked
very closely with the Volvo Penta engineers, and in roughly two months we developed this joystickonly steering system, eliminating the wheel altogether. In our opinion, this innovation will improve
maneuverability and bring a new level of ergonomics to the helm station.”
“We pride ourselves on being innovators at Volvo Penta,” said Ron Huibers, president of Volvo Penta
of the Americas. “We were the first to introduce IPS and the first to offer joystick for docking and
driving. Wheel-free joystick-only steering with IPS is the next logical step in our Easy Boating
strategy to harness new technical solutions to make it easier for owners to operate their boats and
enjoy the experience of being on the water.”
“We’re especially proud to partner with our long-time customer Schaefer Yachts to introduce this
innovation into the Brazil marketplace,” he added.
Schaefer said that the launch of the 580 with joystick steering at the biggest nautical event in South
America stirred significant interest in the marketplace, and the yachtbuilder plans to continue
incorporating joystick-only steering in other new motoryacht models moving forward.
For a high-resolution image, visit:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1npwn5qh8ap3kix/AAAvHuWbME3WwMM6fFWS7Rzva?dl=0.
About Volvo Penta
Volvo Penta, with approximately 3,500 dealers in over 130 countries, is a world-leading and global
manufacturer of engines and complete power systems for leisure boats, commercial vessels and
industrial applications. Product offerings encompass diesel and gasoline engines with power outputs
of between 10 and 1,000 hp. Volvo Penta is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading
manufacturers of heavy trucks, buses and construction equipment.
Connect with Volvo Penta of the Americas on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest
company news and insights.

For further information, please contact:
Christine Carlson
Volvo Penta of the Americas
Phone: +1 (757) 382 4084
E-mail: christine.carlson@volvo.com
Jim Rhodes
Rhodes Communications, Inc.
Phone: +1 (757) 451 0602
E-mail: jrhodes@rhodescomm.com

